The villagers of Dallas got in on the recent orienteering craze last Friday evening, when they held an orienteering competition for the whole community. Helped by Active Schools Co-Ordinator Paul Rogan, parents of local school children set up two short, but quite technical courses in the local woodlands. Around 50 villagers took part, and the numbers were swelled by many local orienteers who found the attraction of a newly-mapped area and a barbecue just too good to miss. Lossiemouth Golf Course greenkeeper George Paterson caused a major shock by beating Eddie Harwood, while a group of Dallas lads doing the sport for the first time raised a few eyebrows amongst the experts by posting a very fast time on one of the courses.

“This was a great example of sport bringing communities together” said Rogan afterwards. “Orienteering is a sport that offers something for everyone and I think the village really enjoyed putting on what must be a quite unique event for a local community here in Moray. Youngsters and parents, going at their own pace, could discover parts of their local area they never knew existed, while those with athletic tendencies were able to race round the course once they’d sorted out their bearings. Having local club members around to help unravel some of the mysteries of orienteering maps was a big help and I would love to see this sort of thing happening elsewhere. ”
