Organiser’s Comments
Thank you all for coming and sharing what has got to be one of Scotland’s best orienteering areas with us. I hope you enjoyed the event.

I spent most of the day sitting back and watching. I had a great team doing everything they were asked, and that’s all an organiser can ask for.

However, I’d like to single out a few people. Top of the list comes planner Nick Barr, and not just because he’s my mate. I dragged Nick in to orienteering a couple of years ago and since than his 12-year old son Andrew has gone on to represent Scotland within a couple of years of discovering the sport through school. So I didn’t give Nick a lot of option when I asked him last year if he’d plan the event, but the offer of help from mentor Jon Hollingdale help secure the deal. I’ve seen the amount of time this pair have put in, tweaking the map, tweaking the courses and generally making sure everything was as good as it could possible be. The results speak for themselves.
I’d also like to thank Sue Nicholson of INVOC. The junior element of this event, the Moray & Highland Junior Championships, was a joint venture between out two clubs, and Sue’s proactive work in getting the word out round the Highlands was rewarded by a great turnout from her area.  David Summers as controller, working in tandem with Marsela McLeod, was his ever-dependable and thorough self and left me in no doubt that we’d got everything covered.

Next comes our terrific IT team, Ian Welsh and Paul Stitson. Paul no longer orienteers, but has remained a stalwart member of the club, and their combined expertise makes their baffling science look easy. I was delighted to see Ian’s daughter winning the Girls Under 11 race to make it a good day all round for the Welsh family.

Lastly, I want to thank Jason Inman and his GB Junior Squad for so willingly engaging with all our junior runners. The pride on their faces was a joy to see when they stepped up to receive their trophies from the best in the UK. Those who know me are all too familiar about me banging on about how we must use the elite to really sell the sport to our younger generation. This is where the future of the sport lies, and if we can sell the sport in this way we’ll banish the rucksacks and map cases image forever. Thanks guys!
Mike Rodgers

