Moravian Orienteers enjoyed a short trip to the seaside for the latest event in the Moray Short-course Orienteering League last Saturday. After the huge turnout of almost 300 runners at Culbin the previous week, event organiser Jon Hollingdale was looking forward return to a much smaller scale event; but that was not quite the way it turned out. 
Hollingdale’s reputation for designing innovative courses is becoming quite talked about in orienteering circles, and the promise of something a bit different attracted the largest senior field so far for this year’s league campaign. The extraordinary success of the Culbin event at attracting new blood in to the sport provided a welcome boost to the number of junior runners taking part, with 25 juniors lining up for the shorter of the two races.

In the senior race, league leader Chris Spencer, clearly relishing his re-emergence from a long period of injury, strengthened his position at the top of the table with 4th place, but club veteran Eddie Harwood, the 3rd oldest competitor in the whole event, is now breathing down his neck. Harwood put in a fine performance to creep under the 25-minute mark in recording his second league win of the season, while Lossiemouth’s Roo Hornby matched his 2nd place at last month’s race. Nick Barr, whose technique has clearly benefited from planning the courses for the Culbin event, came 3rd. Nick’s son Andrew, in his final warm-up run before running for Scotland in this weekend’s home international race in South Wales, was the top junior runner in 10th overall. He could have finished even higher but for an uncharacteristic navigation slip which would have let in club mate Johnstone MacPherson-Stewart had he not made exactly the same error in precisely the same place! With Moravian’s top female runner Anne Smith getting disqualified, it was a delighted club chairperson Kim Eden who enjoyed a rare victory in the female category, proving that in orienteering it isn’t always the youngest and fittest runners who come out on top. Octogenarian Peter Cromar of Fochabers provided absolute proof that age is no barrier, no matter how old you are. This incredible character has been involved with local orienteering for decades and he had no problems in getting round the long course in just over 80 minutes. 
Several generations down, the junior race proved a triumph for the Robinson family from Miltonduff. Brothers Murray and Alasdair, who have only recently taken up the sport after taking part in the Moray Schools Festival, claimed first and second. Mum Andrea showed that she was no slouch either, by posting a faster time than both of them in her first orienteering race – perhaps a new name to look out for with a bit of coaching on how to cope with the more technical side of the sport. Another new kid on the block was George Cannard who came 3rd, just 10 seconds in front of Kinloss’s Ashleigh Howells who beat club mate Alana Young by the tiniest of margins – just 2 seconds. Junior league leader Lauryn McWilliam had to settle for a very unaccustomed 9th place.

“The skills of some of our junior orienteers are really coming along” said Club Junior Development Officer Mike Rodgers, “On the beginners’ course we regularly have 20 or 30 youngsters battling it out with some incredibly exciting racing and close finishes, while at the top end we have two national-class under 14s with a few others showing real potential to reach that level in a year or two. The recent influx of new blood has created some good competition for our regular youngsters, and this can only spur everyone on to improve even further.”  

Next Friday (30 June) Rodgers will be hosting the first planning meeting for the 2013 International Festival of Orienteering which will be staged in Moray during the first week in August on 3 years’ time. This meeting will bring together key figures in the local tourism industry, sports council, local authority and local landowners as work begins on the staging of a week-long event that is set to bring 4,000 orienteers from across the world to the area with the prospect of a £2 million boost to the local economy. However, local runners won’t have long to wait until the next chance to race locally, because the 6th league event takes place on Saturday 3rd July at 10.15 am in Grant Park, Forres. The club stresses that you don’t have to be a member to take part and at a cost of £3 for adults and £2 for juniors it makes for a great family sporting morning out. Full details are on www.moravianorienteering.org
